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NORTHLINK WA — MORLEY SCHOOL ACCESS 

Grievance 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.20 am]: This morning my grievance is to the 
Minister for Transport. I thank the minister for taking this grievance. My grievance relates to the NorthLink 
project, which runs along the eastern side of my electorate of Morley, particularly a couple of different access 
issues that arose during the management of the project over the last couple of years.  

I take members back to August 2015. I remember it very well. I was literally two weeks away from having my son 
when I attended a P&C meeting thinking that it would be my last work engagement. I promised my family that it 
would be my last work engagement. When I turned up to the meeting, members of the P&C were incredibly 
distressed that access to the school was about to be cut off by the NorthLink construction site. It made several 
representations to the then member for Morley, the former Minister for Transport and the Department of Education; 
in fact, the Department of Education attempted to make representations to Main Roads, but they were to no effect. 
Seventy-five per cent of the school catchment lives on the other side of Tonkin Highway or NorthLink so basically 
access to the school would be cut to 75 per cent of students. The plans put in place by the previous government 
were completely unacceptable because they essentially involved small kindy children and children up to year 6 
crossing a messy construction site for two years.  

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

Ms A. SANDERSON: Member for South Perth, members sat quietly during your grievance. I would appreciate 
the same courtesy. This is a time-limited debate.  

It was unacceptable that small children were expected to cross a construction site for two years to get to school. 
The end plan was that they would walk through what would be the biggest roundabout the state has ever seen, 
which was completely unacceptable. The previous government did nothing about it. I think the former member for 
Morley was having a snooze in one of chairs on the other side of the house. He was completely disconnected from 
the community and did not advocate for the school at all. We pulled together a public meeting, which was attended 
by parents. There was a range of publicity. The government flew in after realising that the seat of Morley was in 
trouble and said that it would fix the issue. At the community meeting, parents made it very clear to Main Roads 
and NorthLink that it was not acceptable that their children would have to cross an eight-lane freeway and navigate 
a giant roundabout to get to school. It was going to impact on the future viability of the school. Many of the schools 
in that area have low enrolments. If parents could send their children to Kiara or Beechboro rather than sending 
them across an eight-lane highway to get to school, many of them would make that choice. The situation became 
an issue about the life of the school. It is a great school with a very good history. To its credit, the former 
government listened and promised a number of things. The parents made it very clear that they wanted continued 
access to the underpass on Tonkin Highway because it was the only safe way to get their children to school. They 
also wanted adequate parking on the other side of the underpass. The government agreed to the underpass, which 
was a fantastic outcome for the school; it was excellent outcome.  

Parents were concerned about how their children would get to school during the two years of construction. They 
were absolutely not going to accept their children crossing what is essentially a construction site. Anyone who has 
driven up and down Tonkin Highway knows how messy it is at the moment. The parents wanted the existing 
underpass to remain open until the new underpass became operational. I thought that was a big ask, but the former 
government committed to keeping the underpass open during construction so that there would be clear access for 
the children. I was a little dubious about this commitment, but I took it in good faith. In 2005, I asked questions in 
Parliament to get on the record exactly what the plan was. As a member for East Metropolitan, I asked the 
parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Transport —  

Can the Minister for Transport guarantee that the current underpass under Tonkin Highway will remain 
open until the alternative underpass is complete; and, if not, why not?  

Hon Jim Chown answered —  

… the P&C has ensured that the current underpass will be retained until a new underpass is constructed.  

A very upset member of the P&C came to see me a few weeks ago to show me a letter from the contractor, 
John Holland, advising that it had already demolished the underpass. It was demolished during the school holidays 
and the government put in place the convoluted plan that involves small children crossing a construction site to 
get to school. We pulled together a meeting of the NorthLink community consultation group and parents. I very 
forthrightly outlined that this was completely unacceptable and that it was not a commitment of the former 
government. Main Roads advised at that meeting that it was never its commitment and that it was impossible for 
it to maintain the underpass. It said that it had never provided advice that the underpass would be retained. I had 
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a very handy copy of Hansard at that meeting that proved that the government said in Parliament that it would 
maintain the underpass. It is clear that the previous government, the previous Minister for Transport and the former 
member for Morley lied to the community about access to the school. They were prepared to say and do anything 
to save the seat of Morley. They knew that engineering wise and technically they absolutely could not keep that 
underpass but they were prepared to say it in Parliament. The school thought, fantastic, the government has done 
a great job because it has fixed the issue. But it did not. They lied. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Member, I have given you a bit of a broad brush with this. You cannot say that former members 
of Parliament lied. You can say that they misled Parliament, but you cannot say that they lied. Will you withdraw 
those remarks? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: I withdraw those remarks. Thank you, Mr Speaker, for your guidance. 

Grievance Resumed 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The former member for Morley and the former Minister for Transport clearly misled 
Parliament about the closure of that tunnel. I also think the contractor needs to take a significant amount of 
responsibility for this. It was a very strange course of events that despite having regular community consultation 
meetings with the P&C, the board and the school principal, it just so happened that a consultation meeting about 
this issue did not happen. There was confusion about who to send an email to. I think they took advantage of 
a change of leadership at the school with the changeover of principal and the P&C president. There was a gap in 
leadership continuation at the school. The contractor and the previous government have a lot to answer for.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.28 am]: I thank the member for Morley for her 
advocacy on this issue. Even in opposition we saw her connect very well with the school community and take on 
its issues.  
Road projects are always difficult to handle, particularly projects of this scale. I think the public has been patient 
with the NorthLink project so far. The scale of works going through that area is very significant. I have talked to 
other members about the scale of work and the significant disruption it has caused in Morley and Noranda and 
now there is disruption is my electorate with NorthLink stage 2. These projects are massive. The removal of traffic 
lights and interchanges and overpasses requires a significant amount of management. The key issue that the 
member for Morley raised a number of years ago was that the project would disconnect the school from the 
community, and access to the school became a big issue.  
An issue that I raise with my department quite a bit when we build roundabouts—there is a big push for 
roundabouts throughout the community—is the impact they will have for pedestrians and cyclists. The idea is that 
roundabouts create a better flow of traffic; the modelling shows that they allow for better movement of traffic. But 
I think there are issues about pedestrian access because drivers seem to approach them faster. That concerns me. 
People approach roundabouts as though they are just kinks in the road. They do not slow down to see whether 
someone is coming around that roundabout.  

The member for Morley brought the underpass issue to the previous government’s attention. I sought advice about 
the underpass and it was pretty clear that it would have to be shut for operational reasons. Basically, it would not 
have been technically possible to maintain the underpass for the whole construction period. It was always planned 
that the underpass would be shut for two to three months and the young children would be diverted across to a new 
temporary underpass facility, which, as I understand it, is basically Morley Drive. That is a big walk for young 
children. Having young children myself, I know that those types of walks can sometimes be very difficult to 
handle, particularly in inclement weather. I understand that there have been some issues with the weather. Member 
for Morley, it was disappointing that communication about that closure was not handled effectively. Changes in 
leadership at the school and in the NorthLink community relations area meant that a number of people were 
missing at the crucial time. I apologise that information about the closure was not effectively distributed. 
Apparently work is being done with the school community about temporary facilities, whether it be shelter, better 
paths or bike storage at the school. I have encouraged my agency to work effectively with the school. The new 
underpass is pretty impressive; it is very big. I suspect the whole school could fit through it at the same time. It is 
a very big tunnel and I know it will be used effectively. There is always reluctance about safety issues with 
underpasses, but with clear activity from both sides, the school side and the side where a lot of people live, it will 
be a good place for people to pass effectively from one side to the other. 
I want to raise again the member for Morley’s advocacy for the Lightning Park community and the constructive 
meetings that we have had over recent months about getting better access to Lightning Park. As members will be 
aware, trying to get those community outcomes in big projects provides challenges, but we are working as hard as 
we can to balance what road engineers like doing with what the community would like to see. We are working to 
get the right balance of safety on our roads, with a very strong road network, and accessibility in and out of key 
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points. I thank the member for her grievance. Hopefully, we can get this inconvenience out of the way as soon as 
possible to make sure that the young children have a very quick and effective passage from their homes to their 
school. Part of our overall message is, where we can, to get people to walk or cycle because it takes congestion off 
our roads. It brings a healthy element to our children every day if we get them walking and cycling, so we want to 
do whatever we can. Part of the challenge, but also the opportunity, that I have as Minister for Planning; Transport; 
Lands—although it keeps me busy—is that I am able, in many of the planning decisions we are looking at now 
about maybe even new train stations, to see how we can incorporate daily activity into our planning of new suburbs 
and key precincts. I thank the member for Morley for that grievance. 
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